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The Chicago Zouaves.

The drill of the Illinois Zouaves in New York, was witnessed by an assemblage of nearly ten thousand persons. The City Hall Park was densely crowded, and the rapid movements of the Zouaves elicited enthusiastic applause. 

The corps arrived on the ground about three o'clock, under escort of Company B, Sixth Regiment, and both commands were reviewed by Major General Sandford. 

The Zouaves were then put through a course of the most vigorous drills in the manual: loading and firing, and company movements, in common, quick and double quick time; skirmish drill, or disposition against cavalry and deployment. The universal sentiment was one of astonishment and commendation, and it was admitted on all sides that such a drill was never before witnessed in this city. The Company seemed to move like a collection of clocks, even in loading and firing, and stacking arms. 

In the manual, the light infantry drill commanded unusual applause. In the loading and firing, the regular ramming, and breaking of the cartridge with the hands, the return ramrod, and simultaneous firing, were excellent. In the company movements, the “break into platoons,” "exchange ranks while on the march," "oblique by platoons,” “wheeling,” and "counter-marching,” both in quick and double quick time, drew down continued plaudits from the military spectators. But the most surprising part of the drill was that without knapsacks: the deploying from one end of the park to the other in companies of five as skirmishers: formation of company pyramid, preparing against cavalry assault: the bayonet exercise, retreat, and shout of the rally, produced a perfect furore of applause from citizens and military. The whole wound up with an exhibition of loading and firing while lying on the ground, running forward and retreating with an agility that would seem to enable them to dodge between the balls in a real engagement. Their surprising springiness, muscularity, and general gymnastic excellence, was particularly developed in these movements, and the rapidity with which they dropped down on their stomachs, turned over on their backs and loaded, turned back and fired, jumped up by platoons, ran ahead, and repeated the same process, was highly interesting, though somewhat ludicrous.

The entire drill lasted nearly three hours, including stoppages for rest, a few moments each time, and although performed under a scorching sun, on the hot sand, and comprising a series of vigorous exercises, the men stood it well and attended strictly to their business. Two or three accidentally lost their caps, during the double quick, and took not the slightest notice of it, either at the time or subsequently, when the company came to a halt, a comrade placed the caps awry upon the owners heads. Most men would have adjusted their head coverings to fit comfortably, but they did not make the slightest effort to touch them until the order came to rest. The entire drill, of which the corps is capable, includes a large number of movements, not touched upon for want of time, including the silent manual, charging on a street crowd, and other novel movements. The latter was tried in one of the Western cities on their way here, and their assumed ferocity and horrid yells at the charge set even the military scattering helter skelter. Several opportunities will yet be given for our city soldiers to witness the drill of the Zouaves, and compete for the splendid champion colors won by the latter at the late United States Agricultural Fair. The Zouaves express their willingness to yield up these colors to the picked men of any company or regiment in the militia or regular service, in the United States or Canada, who shall exhibit superior drill to theirs. 

