Observations on the Bayonet Drill

by Steve Johsz

In a letter to Brigadier General Seth Williams, Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac, on November 7, 1861, General Joseph Hooker noted:

“Two of the regiments in my old brigade are proficient in that [bayonet] drill, and I desire to have them all; not that battles are often decided by the use of that weapon, but it inspires men with confidence in the use of their pieces in all service they may be called on to render.  It is estimated that one man who is skilled in this exercise is equal to seven who are not (emphasis added).  I deem it of great importance to impress on our soldiers this feeling of superiority at all times…”

Let’s see, 20 men in Company C times 7 equals 140 men.  That must be why it always seems that we have more men in the line then those in blue.  And you thought it was just the red pantaloons!

