“Chicken” Webb - Medal of Honor Winner

by Steve Johsz

Born in Brooklyn, New York, on September 2, 1841, and a hatter by trade, James W. Webb enrolled at a private in Company F, 5th New York Volunteer Infantry, on July 1, 1861.  He was 6’1”, with gray eyes, brown hair and a dark complexion.  On September 17, 1897, James W. “Chicken” Webb was awarded the Medal of Honor for gallantry in action at Second Bull Run, where he was wounded while helping to save Hazlett’s Battery from capture on August 30, 1862.  The Citation read: “Under heavy fire voluntarily carried information to at battery commander that enabled him to save his guns from capture.  Was severely wounded, but refused to go to the hospital and participated in the remainder of the campaign.”  Following service in the 146th New York, he ended the war as a Brevet Captain.  After the war, Webb traveled west where he served as a scout and a lawman in the Montana Territory.  He then returned to Brooklyn where he held a number of municipal offices.  Mr. Webb was an active member of the 5th New York Veterans Association and instrumental in the erection of the Warren statue at Gettysburg and the regimental monument at Second Bull Run.  James Webb died in Brooklyn on June 7, 1915.

(Source Information – A Duryee Zouave by Thomas P. Southwick and the website ‘New York in the Civil War’)

