The Call for Troops

by Steve Johsz

We have all heard the song “Rally ‘round the Flag”, one of the verses being “We are springing to the call for three hundred thousand more”.  We are also aware one of the first calls for troops was seventy-five thousand in April of 1861.  But overall, how many calls for troops were there during the Civil War?  The following information is from the supplementary volume to Campaigns of the Civil War, Statistical Record of the Armies of the United States by Fredrick Phisterer, 1881 – 1883.

On April 15, 1861, President Lincoln issued his proclamation for 75,000 militia for three months.  Under this call, the loyal States furnished 91,816 men, New York furnishing 13,906 men on a quota of 13,280.  On May 3, 1861, the President issued another call for troops, confirmed by an act of Congress and approved August 6, 1861.  Under this call, and under acts approved July 22 and 25, 1861, 500,000 men were required, and there were furnished for six months 2,715 men; for one year, 9,147 men; for two years, 30,950; and for three years, 657,868 men; making a total of 700,680 men.  For this call, New York furnished 120,231 men (30, 950 for two years and 89,821 for three years), exceeding their quota of 109,056.

Special authority was granted to the States of New York, Illinois and Indiana, in May and June, 1862, to furnish men for three months service.  Under this authority, a total of 15,007 men were called, with New York supplying 8,588.

The next large call for troops was that of July 2, 1862, for 300,000 men for three years.  The States and Territories furnished 421,465 men.  Once again, New York exceeded their quota of 59,705 by furnishing 78,904 recruits.  On August 4, 1862, a call for 300,000 militia for nine months service was issued.  However, the States and Territories furnished only 87,588 men.  Only New Jersey, Delaware and the Nebraska Territory met or exceeded their quota.  For the first time, New York fell short of their quota, supplying only 1,781 men on a quota of 59,705.

Under the President’s proclamation of June 15, 1863 for militia for six months service, seven States (New York was not among them) furnished 16,361 men.  No quotas were established for this call.

On October 17, 1863, and February 1, 1864, calls were made for a total of 500,000 men for three years service.  In these calls were included men raised by the draft in 1863, and under them were furnished 369,380 men.  New York supplied 75,751 men on a quota of 81,992.  The next call for troops was made on March 14, 1864 for 200,000 men for three years service.  The States sent 292,193 men, and New York sent 44,207 men, exceeding their quota of 32,794.  

Between April 23 and July 18, 1864, 83,612 militia were mustered into service for one hundred days service from a call of 113,000.  New York furnished 5,640 on a quota of 12,000.

On July 18, 1864, 500,000 men were called.  This call was reduced by the excess of credits on previous calls, and under it the States were credited with 386,461 men furnished.  Under the call of December 19, 1864, for 300,000 men, the States furnished 212,212 men.  However, the necessity for more men ceased to exist before most of the States had completed their quotas.  New York’s quota on this final call was 61,076, but only supplied 34,196.

In summary, eleven major calls for troops were issued.  The total number of men called for by the President of the United States during the War of the Rebellion was 2,763,670 for varying lengths of service.  The loyal States and Territories furnished 2,859,132.  In this number, men who re-enlisted are counted multiple times, as it is impossible to give the number of individual persons who served in the army during the war.  New York was called upon to furnish 507,148, but only supplied 467,047 men.  Although this was the highest total number of men supplied by any State or Territory, New York fell short of its quota by about 60,000 men.

In addition, some of the States and Territories were not assigned quotas, but still furnished men.  For example, California was never issued a quota, but supplied 15,735 men for three years service.  The regular army also enlisted about 67,000 men during the war, about two-thirds of whom were credited to the States.

The total number of colored troops enlisted during the war was 186,097.

These total numbers of troop calls do not really have much meaning unless we know the strength of the army at various dates during the war.  The following table, from the report of the Provost-Marshal-General, provides an idea:

	Dates
	Regulars
	Volunteers
	Total

	1/1/61
	16,367
	0
	16,367

	7/1/61
	16,422
	170,329
	186,751

	1/1/62
	22,425
	553,492
	575,917

	3/31/62
	23,308
	613,818
	637,126

	1/1/63
	25,463
	892,728
	918,191

	1/1/64
	24,636
	836,101
	860,737

	1/1/65
	22,019
	937,411
	959,460

	3/31/65
	21,669
	958,417
	980,086


Per the Adjutant-General’s Report of February 7, 1869 to the Secretary of War, the total loss by death (all causes, including killed in battle, died of wounds, died of disease, and of known or unknown causes) for Union troops during the Civil War was 303,504.
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